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ABSTRACT 

This article examines the obligations that arise when human beings create life or manufacture companionship in Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Klara and the Sun. Through comparative close reading informed by Joan 

Tronto’s ethics of care, it distinguishes the creature’s demand to receive care from Klara’s assignment to provide it. 

Attention to narrative mediation, unpaid assistance, bodily vulnerability, and proposed replacements reveals two different 

failures of responsibility. Shelley exposes the withdrawal of nurture from a dependent being; Ishiguro examines affection 

sustained within arrangements that make its provider expendable. The analysis also considers counterexamples, including 

Walton’s decision to return and the genuine attachments surrounding Klara. These prevent a simple opposition between 

heartless humans and virtuous creations. The findings suggest that obedience, usefulness, and emotional reassurance are 

insufficient measures of ethical success. Read alongside contemporary guidance on human–AI interaction, the novels 

locate responsibility in continuing relationships, the distribution of burdens, and the capacity to question decisions made 

on another’s behalf. 
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